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CHAPTER 4
TIPS FORSTREET
CLOWNING ACTION
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SO YOU WANT TO
HIT THE STREETS
WITH YOUR NOSE?!
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SPACE

Before the action, checking the space may he|p your
performance. It may be useful to research:

V' Who feels at home in this space.

V' Who holds power in this space.

V' How other beings use this space.

V' Whether there any dangerous spots
(high traffic, crowds etc.).

V' Which spots would be good for performing.
V' A possible location as the group’s meeting point.

V' Possible locations for resting

and safe hOUSeS ClOSe by

PREPARATION FOR ACTION

Whether performing in a group or alone, we try to
prepare for different potential scenarios on the street.
Having a backup for performers helps create a safer
environment. Before the action, we aim to:

V' Make sure we try on our costumes and agree

on the character of the performance.

V' Build mutual trust and awareness among

the performers by spending time together,
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tuning into each other with exercises

and establishing group rituals.

Use a buddy system when performing in
crowded areas. Buddies go everywhere
together, look out for each other and

decide when to finish the performance.

Establish a code-word and back up

planin case of emergency/danger.

Establish gesture / voice signal to call
in the whole group — we meet, take off

our noses and assess the situation.

Keep a civilian (non-clown) with us to help
with props or carry clowns’ personal belongings,
observe, keep the timing and ensure everyone’s
safety. They also may communicate with
bypassers or authorities when necessary

and intervene in moments of conflict.

Determine a time and place at

which the action will end.
Determine a time and place for debriefing.

Have a list of actions to remind us of our

options for performing in the public space.



